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Dye

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

I

am sure that many of you are curious
about the status of the all-new Pontiac
Transportation Museum that is currently
under construction in Pontiac, Michigan.
Simply said, great things take time, but great
progress is being made!

Some of the Pontiac-Oakland Museum’s most valued artifacts
from the automakers’ distant past are found inside this walk-in
display case. One key feature is a life-size likeness of Chief Pontiac.

Through this note, I’d like to update you
with the latest progress. But first, allow me
to share a little background of the museum’s
history and bring everyone “up to speed.”
Following General Motors’ 2009 announcement stating they were dropping the

Pontiac brand, my wife Penny and I
decided to set the wheels in motion to
start a museum with the mission of preserving the history of our beloved Pontiacs and their related brands. With the
help of a fellow car enthusiast who happened to be a lawyer, we completed all
the necessary steps to form an official
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, to
be called the Pontiac-Oakland Museum.
Soon after, I reached out to the city
officials in Pontiac, Michigan, only to
find that there was no interest from them
in our museum project — at least from
a financial perspective.
However, during my subsequent
travels, a stop in Pontiac, Illinois on
August 1, 2010 would prove to be much
more fruitful. The day following my
brief, unplanned visit there — upon returning to my house in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma — I received a phone call
from someone in that Illinois city. It was
Mayor Bob Russell, telling me of his
great enthusiasm for potentially hosting

an auto museum in his hometown, located along Historic Route 66.
After several return trips to Pontiac,
Illinois and subsequent phone conver-

The Pontiac-Oakland Museum
and Resource Center (POMARC)
is located on Historic Route 66 in
Pontiac, Illinois. Here, Museum Director
Tim Dye greets incoming guests for an allmodels and all-years Pontiac and Oakland car
show held just outside the museum’s entrance.

sations, the mayor and I were able to
iron-out nearly every detail, outlining
what it would take to make such a museum possible.
In the meantime, GM’s October 31,
2010 deadline was fast approaching.
That was the day in which all remaining contracts with Pontiac dealers would
expire — in other words, the day that
would officially mark the end of the
Pontiac brand of automobiles.
To signify the occasion, I was contacted for an interview by a correspondent of The New York Times, and their
photographer was dispatched to my
home where literally hundreds of pieces
of Pontiac-Oakland memorabilia and
nearly two dozen of my personal cars
were kept. During that interview, I casually mentioned that plans were in the
works to form a Pontiac Museum in
Pontiac, Illinois.
Once the newspaper story was published, things started to move rather
quickly. On January 3, 2011, the Pon-

tiac, IL city council approved an agreement between the city and the museum.
They would provide an appropriate
building and storage along with a modest stipend, and we would set up the
exhibits and displays and oversee its
day-to-day operations.
The very next day, following my input, city workers started renovating the
historic downtown building which was
officially earmarked for this project, and
Penny and I started packing. It is 625
miles from Broken Arrow to Pontiac,
IL, and we lost count of the trips made
with truck and trailer, plus U-Haul
trucks and the three semi transporters
that hauled the bulk of our cars.
Today, looking back, it seems like
nothing short of a miracle that it all came
together so quickly, but on July 23, 2011
— not even one full year after my original, unplanned visit to that town —
nearly 2,000 people attended the Pontiac-Oakland Museum and Resource
Center’s grand opening!
Initially, the cars, the library and artifacts found on display inside the museum were largely comprised of items
solely from our personal collection —
and officially “on loan” to the museum.
Then, the donations of vehicles, more
library materials and memorabilia
started rolling in. After about five years
it became evident that we would outgrow this facility.

The Pontiac-Oakland Museum
in Pontiac, Illinois proudly
features a wide assortment of
cars and memorabilia from
both the Oakland and Pontiac
Divisions of General Motors.
The vehicles on display are rotatedout throughout the course of the year.
Shown here are a pair of unique
1970 GTO Judges and a one-of-a-kind
all-black 1970 Firebird Formula 400.
Below, Tim Dye surveys the library’s extensive
collection of literature and factory documentation.

We were then approached by a group
representing Pontiac, Michigan — a
private group that collectively sought
to bring cultural improvements to their
fine city. They felt that a museum which
highlighted the transportation history of
their region would be a positive step
towards that goal. These folks came
from various backgrounds but none
were connected to city management.
Ultimately, a 55,000-square-foot
building (a long-closed elementary
school) was donated to the cause by one
of these citizens, and with that, a new
chapter for the museum began.
With this development and expansion, it is important for everyone to understand that there is no intention to
shutter the original museum in Illinois.
It is felt that the two operations can
complement one another. However, because the building in Illinois is still
owned by the city itself, that operation
will never be fully within our control.
That simple fact provided ample motivation for our moving forward with the
second museum in Michigan, as the
shared 501(c)(3) organization is able to
retain full control of that structure
(building) — a huge benefit for longrange planning that will sustain the nonprofit museum well into the future.
The Michigan museum is named the
“Pontiac Transportation Museum” because it will feature all of the rich transportation history from the Pontiac,
Michigan area. By far, General Motors’
Oakland Motor Car Company, Pontiac
Motor Division and GMC Truck Division (trucks, coaches and busses) were
the biggest contributors to the local
economy. While promoting these three
brands’ products and histories, the Pontiac Transportation Museum will also
celebrate many other local historical
transportation concerns. We intend to
be a team player with area businesses
and schools as we feel there are great
opportunities through STEM and
STEAM programs to bring a positive
impact on future generations.
We have assembled a wonderful

The yet-to-be-opened Pontiac
Transportation Museum in Pontiac,
Michigan is making great strides
towards a partial opening later in
2022. The building being upgraded is
a bi-level structure that was formerly
an elementary school. The necessary
interior and exterior renovations are
being handled in distinct, planned
phases as financial donations allow.

group of volunteers in Michigan, and
although our new facility is not yet officially open, we have made our presence known in the region by participating in many community events.
Yes, we have already hosted a few,
small open-house and fundraising-type
of events at the future museum site, but
we still need to raise more capital to
fully renovate this building before we
can put out the welcome mat for the
public.
Our plan is to open this second museum in phases. We are still in Phase
One with major renovations and improvements to the former school’s gym-

This page, from top left:
Volunteers remove the
original carpeting;
structural renovations
included the installation
of a large overhead door
in the museum’s lower
level; initial interior
painting is underway in
the former school’s
gymnasium.

nasium, cafeteria and band room areas.
With the help of some wonderfully dedicated volunteers, we have made serious
progress in regards to demolition, remodeling and upgrades to these big
spaces.
As funds become available, we pay
for work that cannot be done by our
volunteers. Currently, electricians are
busy retrofitting this area, with the likelihood of HVAC upgrades (heating, ventilation and air conditioning) being completed by late spring 2022.

We are hopeful that your donations
will continue to roll in so that we can
focus next on plumbing concerns (including ADA-compliant restrooms and
so much more). It is only when that
facet has been completed that we can
start constructing the actual automotive
exhibits and displays, outfit the administration office and finish our kitchen
(catering) areas. As you can tell, we’ve
got big plans with some major steps remaining on the horizon.
Much crucial work has already been

completed. Two large overhead doors
have been installed to allow vehicular
entry to both the building’s upper and
lower levels. A large stage was removed, and concrete and block work
was done to visually finish that area.
Three interior doors have been cut-in
and many temporary walls have been
removed. The old carpet and drop ceilings have been removed throughout the
building. A new exterior wall on the
parking lot side has been installed. And,
because the old school building sat un-

The former elementary school’s auditorium and lunch area featured a stage (above)
which required demolition work (below) to make this space more usable for the museum’s future needs.

used for several years, major groundskeeping work was necessary and has since been accomplished.
Further, we have constructed a temporary tool room and
service area that will be utilized for working on the evergrowing number of donated vehicles. (Our long-range plan
is to build a dedicated shop behind the museum building for
working on cars and for holding educational workshops and
classes.)
Unknown to me at the time, when we first approached the
City of Pontiac, Michigan with our project many years ago,
they had “hit bottom,” financially speaking, and were under
emergency city management. Since then, they have seen great
strides in their daily operations and morale. Recently, there
was a clean sweep with the city council and the mayor’s office. Optimism and confidence are now quite evident regarding ongoing municipal improvements — which finally includes a valued endorsement for the museum, too.
Last year, in 2021, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of
the original museum in Illinois. If all goes well, later in 2022,
we hope to make an official announcement regarding the
opening of the second facility in Michigan.
We are thankful for the financial support shown thus far
by so many car clubs and chapters. Until the second museum
opens, there are no paid employees and, with the exception
of utilities, taxes and necessary overhead, 100% of donated
funds go directly towards the completion of Phase One renovations.
Yes, we are as anxious as you are to see the new museum
potentially open later in 2022, so please consider how you

Below, “before and after” views of a wall of exterior windows
that will welcome visitors at the upcoming Michigan facility.

might be able to assist. The importance of making a financial
donation remains as strong as ever. Why not make the museum the beneficiary of your local club’s annual car show?
Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Learn
more at www.PontiacTransportationMuseum.org. Thank you!

