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Editor’s Report

Hi All you Ponti-ackers.

Our speaker was Joe Findysz and family. Joe 
owns a few Ace Hardware stores in Tucson. Told 
about the history his family had with Ace. 

This month was our trip to Yuma for Midnight at 
the Oasis. We had fun and took a few pictures for 
our meeting.

See ya at the March 9 meeting.

 Dave

Happy Birthday.   
Duane Schumaker March 2

Christine Francis March 14

Cary Hahn March 19

Marguerite Hahn March 19

Scott Allen March 21

Barry Sparks March 24

Anniversary.
Michael & Robin Hurley March 8

Fred & Jane Miclon March 21
If you want your special day listed here

contact me! alpdavegre@msn.com                                                                              

Welcome New Memnbers!

Jesse & Leslie Munoz
1964 Catalina 2+2

Richard & MaryAnn Mazza
2009 Solstice coupe

Joe & Kelly Findysz
Mutiple Firebirds 

& Trans Ams
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CLUB Outings and
other events

 

OFFICIAL CLUB EVENTS:
March 13th 2022 24th  BOP&C Show Co-
hosted by Desert Renegades and Cactus

GTO clubs 
details & caravan in this issue

(new venue East Valley Institute of
Technology Mesa, Az.)

JULY 12-16, 2022: POCI 50th Annual
Convention, Tulsa, OK. See details in Smoke

Signals magazine.

Other Events
 

Pontiac Drag Racing Series-

RACE 4: Sat, April 30… Wild Horse Pass, Phoenix, AZ

RACE 5: Sun, May 15... Irwindale Raceway, CA 

 Learn more at;
www.OutlawPontiacRacers.com 
or call Rick Unterseh at (480) 570-5583.

More info found at cruisinarizona.com and
desertcruisers.com

Note new day and times
Little Anthony’s Car Show

Day Shows 10pm - 2pm Mar 5, 19.
  

Please check on the availability of these
shows.

  Gaslight Music Hall Car Show in Oro Valley

Day time shows, 10am-2pm.   
     Freddie’s Cruise-in, Thursday nights.

Crown Concepts Cars & Coffee @ Top Golf
Cosco Drive near Orange Grove and

Thornydale. Every first Saturday of the
month.

Cars & Coffee Car Show: Lowe’s Center, Ina
& Thornydale, Second Saturday of every

Month  7am-9:30am.   
 

Hot Rods at Old Vail Car & Bike Swap Meet
happens Third Saturday of each Month.

 All events listed are in Tucson except noted.
Let me know if there are more shows close to

Tucson

2022 

April 
23rd TSRA Rodders Days 50th anniversary Pima

College downtown campus

May
7th Sabbar Shriners Car Show

Happy Saint
Patricks Day!
March 17th !  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT THOM SHERWOOD

In the late 1980s and early ‘90s, I worked at
Autos Illustrated magazine which was a sponsor
of the World of Wheels show at the TCC. We
usually had a booth there to promote the
magazine’s used-car ads and car event listings.

How Quickly the Present Becomes the Past!

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...

If we treat the present day as if was going to be
memorialized in the future, we should take the time

right now to document the things that are important.

Just recently, I assembled a fea-
ture story for Smoke Signals maga-
zine that highlights yet another of our
longtime Arizona Chapter members.
For those of you who receive your
copy of the monthly magazine via
electronic download, you already
know that I’m referring to Dwight
and Fran Gibbs, whose stunning
1958 Chieftain convertible can be
found gracing the cover and
centerfold of the March edition. Con-
gratulations to them!

So, yeah, I just let the cat out of
the bag, so to speak, by teasing the
rest of you who instead receive your
copy of Smoke Signals through the
U.S. Mail. Your copy of that issue
should be appearing inside your mail-
box any day now.

Dwight and Fran have been proud
members of the Arizona Chapter

since nearly the very beginning. In
fact, Dwight just recently received his
40 Year pin from POCI – certainly a
commendable feat!

This feature story actually marks
the second time in which I’ve had the
pleasure of interviewing Dwight about
his extraordinary Pontiac. The first
time was way back in 1994 when I got
him and Fran together for a feature that
appeared here in HOT AIR. That story,
entitled “The Jukebox Pontiacs,”
shared Dwight’s obsession with 1958
Pontiacs – of which he owned two at
the time. (Those cars were a perfect
complement to the Wurlitzer juke-
boxes found inside the Gibbs’ dining
room back then.)

For the photo session associated
with that local newsletter feature (pic-
tured below), we got together at the
Sonic Drive-in located near Broadway



PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE...

and Tucson Boulevard. Dwight and Fran, when posed with
their Chieftain convertible, looked so appropriate!

This time, however, their story is accompanied by all-
new photography and is being shared with the entire POCI
universe. And quite a story it is! As you’ll read in the newest
issue of Smoke Signals, their ’58 Chieftain convertible is a
very, very close replica of a car which Dwight originally re-
ceived as a high school graduation gift from his parents back
in 1958. To this day, Dwight gets a little teary-eyed thinking
about the sacrifices that his parents must’ve made in order to
afford such an extravagant surprise present.

But here’s the kicker: While assembling this new story,
Dwight allowed me to borrow his most marvelous photo al-
bum, extra-thick with keepsake images from his automotive
past. Inside were a trove of snapshots from his earliest days
with his Chieftain, plus a slew of images from his more-re-
cent restoration efforts. I will commend his documentation
efforts while imploring other members to consider doing
something similar for their automotive passions. Not only
should you take lots of photos of your Pontiacs and GMCs in
an effort to document the good and bad times (plus their re-
pairs, restorations and changes) you should also make sure
those images are printed and archived!

Upon carefully going through Dwight’s album, I was able

to extract a few key images for reproduction in the new Smoke
Signals layout. Those family snapshots and restoration pho-
tos now add a tremendous amount of depth and appreciation
to Dwight’s tale.

Within this same photo album and binder he has also pre-
served several images from various car conventions and
shows in which he has since participated, including many
photos from previous Arizona Chapter POCI functions. Cool!
Much of that provided a fun trip down memory lane for me.

Even better, Dwight has graciously offered to let us re-
produce those event photos as a retrospective “look back” on
our chapter’s proud history. I’ll start this month by creating a
collage of photos that shows his restored Chieftain’s public
debut in 1988 during a World of Wheels production held in-
side the old Tucson Community Center. Thank you, Dwight!



FEBRUARY MEETING REVIEW
It is a rare thing when one of our automotive guest speak-

ers actually becomes a club member, but that is exactly what
happened following our meeting at Maria Bonita Mexican
Kitchen last month.

Our guest speaker – and now a fellow POCI member –
was Joe Findysz, owner of several Ace Hardware locations
throughout Tucson. Accompanying Joe that evening were
his wife, Kelly, and son, Joey, each of whom own their own
Firebird. Wow, and welcome!

Joe explained how his family has been in the hardware
business for several years, as originally started by his grand-
father. Later, after a move to Tucson, he opened the first ACE
Hardware location at 22nd Street near Kolb Road, a location
which has since grown by leaps and bounds and is comple-
mented by a wide assortment of unique departments that truly
redefine what a hardware store could be. As an avid automo-
tive enthusiast and restorer, Joe has made certain to stock a
variety of industry-specific clips, fasteners, paints and so
much more on his shelves. Even son Joey is firmly involved
with promoting the full line of Adams branded automotive
polishes and detail items offered there.

The Findysz family’s biggest news, however, comes with
the announcement that they have acquired a 77,000 square-
foot building in South Tucson in which their collection of
Pontiacs, Model A and T Fords, and fire engines are cur-
rently stored. The ultimate goal is for this huge facility to
become a wider-reaching museum that will, in the coming
months, be open to the public!

Another of Joe’s many interests (and club memberships)
involves the Arizona License Plate Society, a statewide
group of collectors that will be having an annual meeting,
show and sale this coming weekend. Joe’s new building (the
future car museum) will be the site of that gathering.

Please keep in mind that this event is not generally open
to the public – only ALPS members and guests are allowed.
But here’s the great news: Members of the Arizona Chap-
ter POCI have been invited to attend this license plate meet
as Joe’s special guests (see info below on how to attend).

This event should be both fun and educational, and you
just might find a cool, old “Year of Manufacture” license plate
available to mount on your classic Pontiac or GMC Truck.

Meanwhile, if you would like to be a guest at the 2022
ALPS Meet, please follow the instructions below.

To attend, please put your name on the sign-up list at our
monthly meeting on Wednesday, March 9th at Maria Bonita’s.
Those members are to then gather outside of Joe’s facility at
4750 S. Park Avenue at 10:00am, Saturday, March 12th, and
then enter as a group approximately ten minutes later. As his
invited guests, we may independently wander through the
displays, but please wrap up your visit prior to noon when
the ALPS group’s lunch is scheduled to be served.

Also from last month’s meeting, I’d like to extend my
appreciations to everyone who attended. It was great to see a
full house once again!

Special thanks go Walter and Roberta Clark who drove
all the way from Willcox, Arizona as our long distance mem-
bers. Also attending that night were their sons David and
Allen.

MARCH ACTIVITIES
In addition to our visit to the Arizona License Plate

Society’s display and sale event on Saturday, March 12th,
we have another big event planned for the following day.

On Sunday, March 13th, our Southern Arizona-based
group will caravan to Mesa for the 24th Annual B-O-P-C
Show that is co-hosted by our sister POCI chapter, the Desert
Renegades, and the Cactus GTO Club.

The site for this judged car show is an all-new location
which promises shade and food vendors. The East Valley
Institute of Technology (EVIT) is located at 1602 E. Main
Street, Mesa, AZ 85201.

Pre-registration for this Buick-Olds-Pontiac-Cadillac show
is now closed, but on-site (day of) registration is still offered
for $30. (See the flyer in this issue.) Vehicles must be in place
by 10:00am.

Our chapter’s caravan to the B-O-P-C Show meets Sun-
day morning at 7:00am at the Trico Electric parking lot, one
mile east of I-10 on Tangerine Road. Please arrive all fueled-
up and ready to leave 15 minutes later.



OFFICER ELECTIONS
Nominations and voting for club officers has been ex-

tended another month until our March 9th meeting. All mem-
bers are urged to consider vying for any of our three elected
offices with a two-year term. Those offices include the posi-
tions of President, Vice President and Treasurer. Currently,
we need individuals to fill at least the VP and Treasury posi-
tion (as Bob and Randy wish to step aside), but Thom has
expressed his interest and ability to continue on as President
for another two-year term should members wish him to.

To express your interest, please reach out to any of the
current officers or simply nominate yourself (or another will-
ing member) during our March 9th meeting.

MARCH GUEST SPEAKER ANNOUNCED
Our guest speaker for March will be Alan Bohe from

A.K.& K. Automotive in Tucson. Although Alan is most
versed in MOPAR restoration work, his 45-plus years as an
independent mechanic has seen many different projects come
through his midtown shop including Bill Corbin’s 1968 GTO.
Alan also offers welding and fabrication, and he welcomes
new customers. Bring your questions and curiosities to our
March 9th at Maria Bonita Mexican Kitchen. See you there!

SAVING THE PRESENT FOR THE FUTURE
As technology changes, so do our routines.
Years ago, it was commonplace for us to take a roll of

film to the corner drugstore for developing. We’d choose
between 3.5x5" or the “Jumbo Size” 4x6" prints, either
with or without a white border. At first, we’d have to wait
48 hours for our prints, but later progress brought us an
impressive one-hour turnaround.

Today, traditional film processing is nearly extinct, and
most folks rarely even use a dedicated digital camera —
instead using the camera function of their smartphone with
its ultra-large storage capacity. While that means you can
just keep shooting more and more images of your vehicle
(and that’s certainly a good thing when it comes to docu-
menting important restoration milestones and occasions
with your Pontiac or GMC Truck), you should keep the
bigger picture in mind, no pun intended: that of PRE-
SERVING your images.

Let’s say that your smartphone/camera gets lost or sto-
len or becomes technologically obsolete. If you haven’t
enlisted the services of a “cloud” backup scheme (which
I suspect few of you actually do) to save your one-of-a-
kind photos, then, quite simply, those photos and memo-
ries will be forever gone. It’s a painful realization years
later when, “Oh, I wish I still had those photos of...”

While trying to not be preachy about this subject, al-
low me at least to remind you of the importance of having
a physical print of your most important photos — ones
that can be handed down to future generations and are
free from technological advances that might otherwise
render your digital file formats and viewing methods ob-
solete. (That will happen.) Either that, or you’ll forget your
cloud account’s password and those priceless photos of
your gnarly burnout or your entire restoration project will
be lost to eternity.

Here’s my recommendation: In the next couple of days,
make a priority of allocating an hour to sit down at a photo
kiosk at your local corner drugstore (CVS, Walgreens, or
even a Walmart store) where you can attach your smart-
phone to the provided connector. Then, as you scroll
through your many photos on your phone, select which
ones you’d like to save as prints and then download them
to the workstation. Choose your print size and quantities
(sounds familiar, right?) and place your order. While
you’re waiting for your finished photos (often priced at
just 20¢ apiece or less) to be printed, trimmed and bundled,
check out the many styles of blank photo albums on the
nearby shelves that are waiting and available to be filled
with your family’s priceless new heirlooms. Go for it!

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED...



Mecum Auctions, the world’s larg-
est collector car auction company, re-
turns to auction action this March 16-
19 with its fourth annual auction in
Glendale, AZ. An estimated 1,500 ve-
hicles and nearly 200 pieces of Road Art
and memorabilia items will be offered.

A 1979 Trans Am (Lot S188.1)
headlines the 34 Pontiacs consigned to
date to Mecum Glendale 2022. A one-
owner ‘Bird with just 110 miles, this
exquisite example must rank as one of
the lowest-mileage and most original of
the 1,107 units produced. Finished in its
factory-applied Starlight Black with a
Camel Tan Custom interior, this particu-
lar Y84 Trans Am SE came with the 400
T/A 6.6 V-8 and floor-shifted, close-ra-
tio 4-speed, as well as power steering
and power 4-wheel disc brakes, a tilt
steering column, AM/FM stereo with
dual rear speakers, power windows and
door locks, Special Performance Pack-
age and a limited-slip differential.

To learn more about Mecum Auc-
tions and the Pontiacs being offered at

Mecum Glendale 2022, visit https://
drive.mecum.com/glendale-2022

Also, check the Pontiac-Oakland
Club International website at
www.poci.org for details about how
POCI members may receive a 50% dis-

count on a $200 standard bidder regis-
tration for all Mecum Auctions.

POCI chapters may purchase a
group ticket package of 15 tickets or
more for $15.00 per ticket. To learn
more, contact your chapter’s president.

LAST CALL FOR ARIZONA CHAPTER DUES!
Our annual membership renewal drive is going ex-

tremely well so far, but there are still just a few members
who have yet to take care of their 2022 dues payment. Stay
current by sending $18 to our acting treasurer, Randy Rogers,
before the end of March. This is your last opportunity. If not
paid in full by that date, you will be dropped from our roster.
Don’t let that happen!

If you have questions about your dues status, please reach
out to Randy at rancai67@yahoo.com or phone (520) 298-
6874. You may pay him in-person at any chapter function, or
mail your funds (payable to “Arizona Chapter, Pontiac-Oak-
land Club”) to: Randy Rogers, 9401 E. Still Springs Lane,
Vail, AZ 85641. Thank you for your continued support!

APRIL GUEST SPEAKER & MEETING PLANS
We’re already thinking ahead to our monthly chapter meet-

ing on Wednesday, April 13th, when Dean Sandvolt from
the Arizona License Plate Society will be our featured guest
speaker. At that time, please bring to our meeting at Maria
Bonita’s any old license plate(s) or frame(s) that might some-
how be meaningful to you as an informal “show-and-tell”
item. Look for more on this in our next HOT AIR newsletter.

MECUM’s AUCTION ACTION COMING TO ARIZONA!



How To Renew Your International Club Dues
In this past year, several new local members

have joined POCI for the very first time.
We are grateful for your ongoing commitment!

As you know, each Arizona Chapter member is required
to also maintain their membership in our parent club, POCI.
Let’s take a moment to clarify that your dues for POCI are to
be renewed independently from your Arizona Chapter dues.

What does that mean? Simply said, you will receive a
notice from the POCI Club Office in Minnesota when your
POCI International dues are up for renewal. You will receive
either a postcard in the mail or an email message (pictured at
right). Responding to that notice, you may continue to main-
tain your “Regular” membership (as preferred by most folks,
where the printed copy of Smoke Signals arrives in your mail-
box each month, for $45/year), or select the “E-membership”
option where your magazine can be downloaded online and
viewed on your computer screen ($25/year).

Payment for either of those two types of membership can
be handled a couple of different ways:
(1) You may log-in to www.poci.org and complete the secure form with

your credit card info, or
(2) You may send a check or money order through the mail, or
(3) You may phone the Club Office in Minnesota during regular busi-

ness hours (M-F) and provide your credit card info over the phone.
This is perhaps the most convenient option. Call (763) 479-2111
and your call will be answered by Paul Bergstrom (Yes, he is a
super-nice guy!). Introduce yourself and tell him you’d like to re-
new your annual dues. Then, simply recite your credit card num-
bers to him and he’ll handle it from there. Couldn’t be easier!

Meanwhile,
our local Arizona
Chapter isn’t
quite as sophisti-
cated. We don’t
send out person-
alized invoices,
nor do we accept
credit cards; we
simply let you
know when it is
time to send in
the $18/year lo-
cal dues at the
beginning of
each calendar
year to our chap-
ter treasurer.

Once again,
we thank you for your continued support of the Pontiac-Oak-
land-GMC Truck legacy!

When it comes time to renew you International POCI dues, if
you have an email address on file with the club office, you’ll
receive a notice (example above) which alerts you of your need to
renew. If not, then you’ll receive a postcard in the mail with a
similar message. Follow the instructions in the message (or on
the postcard), or you can log-in to your member account online
and securely handle the renewal (below) using a credit card.



All through the 1980s and into the early
1990s, Tucson automotive enthusiasts
eagerly awaited the arrival of the annual
Tucson World of Wheels show inside the
Tucson Community Center. On display
would be a variety of professionally built
International Show Car Association
(ISCA) entries that would tour the country.

Those three-day shows would also
feature a certain number of local
independent and club entries. In 1988,
Arizona Chapter POCI co-founder Bill
Schoening and member Dwight Gibbs
were both invited to put their exceptional
Pontiacs on display there.

Understandingly not wanting to get his
freshly restored 1958 Chieftain convertible
messy during the rainy Friday morning
drive to the downtown exhibition hall,
Dwight opted to have his car loaded atop a
flatbed tow truck (below) as he followed
behind (at left) in his Dodge pickup.



As part of their final preparations on Friday afternoon, both Bill and Dwight displayed factory literature and memorabilia inside their
cordoned-off areas. After the show opened that evening (below right), Dwight proudly posed with wife, Fran, and his sister and friend.

Once inside the TCC, the pair began the painstaking task of wiping down and detailing their cars. Bill (kneeling), worked on his fuel-
injected 1957 Bonneville while Dwight tended to the Chieftain. Offering support was fellow chapter member Don West (at right).



     

 For Sale                                       

    These ads will run for 2 months then be deleted so contact the editor before this deadline
Dave Green alpdavegre@msn.com 520-747-2901

Various Pontiac parts for sale. Contact Lou Alto 520-247-3989

1969-71 Grand Prix body parts, 1955 Pontiac parts. Contact Jack Johnson 602-576-6512

1985 Pontiac Fiero 6cyl., auto, 7 year restoration. White exterior, gray interior. Runs and
looks great. Contact Jack Johnson 602-576-6512

Various Pontiac GMC Truck parts for sale.  Contact Gerson Goldberg (aka GMGOLD) 
at gmgold@q.com for a current list.

WANTED: Set of Hurst T-Tops to fit my 1978 Trans Am. Tom Knecht (602)
708-6960 or email: t77transam@gmail.com

FOR SALE: 1984 Indy Fiero, complete and original. Reportedly runs, but
it needs EVERYTHING in a restoration. Found in a salvage yard, currently
with a dismantling permit, but a full, legitimate AZ title can
reportedly be obtained from MVD after an inspection. $1,500. Thom
Sherwood has some more info at (520) 798-3200.

FOR SALE: 1976 Grand Prix. One family owned, purchased new by my mother
in California. Now in Tucson (Three Points area), always garaged, with
about 65K miles, excellent shape. All white with white interior, most
options. I want it to go to a good home where it will be taken care of.
Not sure on price, so make me a fair offer. Joe Haughey (520) 444-7340
or email: joe@haughey.com 

See pictures next page.
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2022 Dues Drive
        your Temporary Treasurer
                         Randy

Well folks, we are at the end of our 2022 dues drive. Please pay up your membership now. If you pay at the 
monthly meeting, and pay with cash, please have the right amount ($18.00). If you pay by check, please 
remember to make your check out to "AZ Chapter Pontiac-Oakland Club". If you want to send your 
treasurer a check by mail, send it to

Randy Rogers
9401 E. Still Springs Place
Vail, AZ 85641

If you joined our club in October, November or December, you are paid up for the 2022 year. 

Our dues drive will conclude at the March 9th meeting. If you haven't paid by then, you are no longer a 
member. Please don't let that happen! We have just a few holdouts. Our membership is back in the 50s count.

As a third notice reminder, I have pre-paid Grande 40th shirts ready for pick up at the March meeting 
for the following members:

Randy Willard
Blake Olofson



I  am sure that many of you are curious
about the status of the all-new Pontiac
Transportation Museum that is currently

under construction in Pontiac, Michigan.
Simply said, great things take time, but great
progress is being made!

Through this note, I’d like to update you
with the latest progress. But first, allow me
to share a little background of the museum’s
history and bring everyone “up to speed.”

Following General Motors’ 2009 an-
nouncement stating they were dropping the

by Tim Dye
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Some of the Pontiac-Oakland Museum’s most valued artifacts
from the automakers’ distant past are found inside this walk-in
display case. One key feature is a life-size likeness of Chief Pontiac.



Pontiac brand, my wife Penny and I
decided to set the wheels in motion to
start a museum with the mission of pre-
serving the history of our beloved Pont-
iacs and their related brands. With the
help of a fellow car enthusiast who hap-
pened to be a lawyer, we completed all
the necessary steps to form an official
501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization, to
be called the Pontiac-Oakland Museum.

Soon after, I reached out to the city
officials in Pontiac, Michigan, only to
find that there was no interest from them
in our museum project — at least from
a financial perspective.

However, during my subsequent
travels, a stop in Pontiac, Illinois on
August 1, 2010 would prove to be much
more fruitful. The day following my
brief, unplanned visit there — upon re-
turning to my house in Broken Arrow,
Oklahoma — I received a phone call
from someone in that Illinois city. It was
Mayor Bob Russell, telling me of his
great enthusiasm for potentially hosting

an auto museum in his hometown, lo-
cated along Historic Route 66.

After several return trips to Pontiac,
Illinois and subsequent phone conver-

sations, the mayor and I were able to
iron-out nearly every detail, outlining
what it would take to make such a mu-
seum possible.

In the meantime, GM’s October 31,
2010 deadline was fast approaching.
That was the day in which all remain-
ing contracts with Pontiac dealers would
expire — in other words, the day that
would officially mark the end of the
Pontiac brand of automobiles.

To signify the occasion, I was con-
tacted for an interview by a correspon-
dent of The New York Times, and their
photographer was dispatched to my
home where literally hundreds of pieces
of Pontiac-Oakland memorabilia and
nearly two dozen of my personal cars
were kept. During that interview, I ca-
sually mentioned that plans were in the
works to form a Pontiac Museum in
Pontiac, Illinois.

Once the newspaper story was pub-
lished, things started to move rather
quickly. On January 3, 2011, the Pon-

The Pontiac-Oakland Museum
and Resource Center (POMARC)
is located on Historic Route 66 in
Pontiac, Illinois. Here, Museum Director
Tim Dye greets incoming guests for an all-
models and all-years Pontiac and Oakland car
show held just outside the museum’s entrance.



tiac, IL city council approved an agree-
ment between the city and the museum.
They would provide an appropriate
building and storage along with a mod-
est stipend, and we would set up the
exhibits and displays and oversee its
day-to-day operations.

The very next day, following my in-
put, city workers started renovating the
historic downtown building which was
officially earmarked for this project, and
Penny and I started packing. It is 625
miles from Broken Arrow to Pontiac,
IL, and we lost count of the trips made
with truck and trailer, plus U-Haul
trucks and the three semi transporters
that hauled the bulk of our cars.

Today, looking back, it seems like
nothing short of a miracle that it all came
together so quickly, but on July 23, 2011
— not even one full year after my origi-
nal, unplanned visit to that town —
nearly 2,000 people attended the Pon-
tiac-Oakland Museum and Resource
Center’s grand opening!

Initially, the cars, the library and ar-
tifacts found on display inside the mu-
seum were largely comprised of items
solely from our personal collection —
and officially “on loan” to the museum.
Then, the donations of vehicles, more
library materials and memorabilia
started rolling in. After about five years
it became evident that we would out-
grow this facility.

The Pontiac-Oakland Museum
in Pontiac, Illinois proudly

features a wide assortment of
cars and memorabilia from

both the Oakland and Pontiac
Divisions of General Motors.

The vehicles on display are rotated-
out throughout the course of the year.

Shown here are a pair of unique
1970 GTO Judges and a one-of-a-kind

all-black 1970 Firebird Formula 400.

Below, Tim Dye surveys the library’s extensive
collection of literature and factory documentation.



We were then approached by a group
representing Pontiac, Michigan — a
private group that collectively sought
to bring cultural improvements to their
fine city. They felt that a museum which
highlighted the transportation history of
their region would be a positive step
towards that goal. These folks came
from various backgrounds but none
were connected to city management.

Ultimately, a 55,000-square-foot
building (a long-closed elementary
school) was donated to the cause by one
of these citizens, and with that, a new
chapter for the museum began.

With this development and expan-
sion, it is important for everyone to un-
derstand that there is no intention to
shutter the original museum in Illinois.
It is felt that the two operations can
complement one another. However, be-
cause the building in Illinois is still
owned by the city itself, that operation
will never be fully within our control.
That simple fact provided ample moti-
vation for our moving forward with the
second museum in Michigan, as the
shared 501(c)(3) organization is able to
retain full control of that structure
(building) — a huge benefit for long-
range planning that will sustain the non-
profit museum well into the future.

The Michigan museum is named the
“Pontiac Transportation Museum” be-
cause it will feature all of the rich trans-
portation history from the Pontiac,
Michigan area. By far, General Motors’
Oakland Motor Car Company, Pontiac
Motor Division and GMC Truck Divi-
sion (trucks, coaches and busses) were
the biggest contributors to the local
economy. While promoting these three
brands’ products and histories, the Pon-
tiac Transportation Museum will also
celebrate many other local historical
transportation concerns. We intend to
be a team player with area businesses
and schools as we feel there are great
opportunities through STEM and
STEAM programs to bring a positive
impact on future generations.

We have assembled a wonderful

group of volunteers in Michigan, and
although our new facility is not yet of-
ficially open, we have made our pres-
ence known in the region by participat-
ing in many community events.

Yes, we have already hosted a few,
small open-house and fundraising-type
of events at the future museum site, but
we still need to raise more capital to
fully renovate this building before we
can put out the welcome mat for the
public.

Our plan is to open this second mu-
seum in phases. We are still in Phase
One with major renovations and im-
provements to the former school’s gym-

The yet-to-be-opened Pontiac
Transportation Museum in Pontiac,

Michigan is making great strides
towards a partial opening later in

2022. The building being upgraded is
a bi-level structure that was formerly
an elementary school. The necessary
interior and exterior renovations are

being handled in distinct, planned
phases as financial donations allow.



nasium, cafeteria and band room areas.
With the help of some wonderfully dedi-
cated volunteers, we have made serious
progress in regards to demolition, re-
modeling and upgrades to these big
spaces.

As funds become available, we pay
for work that cannot be done by our
volunteers. Currently, electricians are
busy retrofitting this area, with the like-
lihood of HVAC upgrades (heating, ven-
tilation and air conditioning) being com-
pleted by late spring 2022.

We are hopeful that your donations
will continue to roll in so that we can
focus next on plumbing concerns (in-
cluding ADA-compliant restrooms and
so much more). It is only when that
facet has been completed that we can
start constructing the actual automotive
exhibits and displays, outfit the admin-
istration office and finish our kitchen
(catering) areas. As you can tell, we’ve
got big plans with some major steps re-
maining on the horizon.

Much crucial work has already been

completed. Two large overhead doors
have been installed to allow vehicular
entry to both the building’s upper and
lower levels. A large stage was re-
moved, and concrete and block work
was done to visually finish that area.
Three interior doors have been cut-in
and many temporary walls have been
removed. The old carpet and drop ceil-
ings have been removed throughout the
building. A new exterior wall on the
parking lot side has been installed. And,
because the old school building sat un-

This page, from top left:
Volunteers remove the
original carpeting;
structural renovations
included the installation
of a large overhead door
in the museum’s lower
level; initial interior
painting is underway in
the former school’s
gymnasium.



used for several years, major groundskeeping work was nec-
essary and has since been accomplished.

Further, we have constructed a temporary tool room and
service area that will be utilized for working on the ever-
growing number of donated vehicles. (Our long-range plan
is to build a dedicated shop behind the museum building for
working on cars and for holding educational workshops and
classes.)

Unknown to me at the time, when we first approached the
City of Pontiac, Michigan with our project many years ago,
they had “hit bottom,” financially speaking, and were under
emergency city management. Since then, they have seen great
strides in their daily operations and morale. Recently, there
was a clean sweep with the city council and the mayor’s of-
fice. Optimism and confidence are now quite evident regard-
ing ongoing municipal improvements — which finally in-
cludes a valued endorsement for the museum, too.

Last year, in 2021, we celebrated the 10th anniversary of
the original museum in Illinois. If all goes well, later in 2022,
we hope to make an official announcement regarding the
opening of the second facility in Michigan.

We are thankful for the financial support shown thus far
by so many car clubs and chapters. Until the second museum
opens, there are no paid employees and, with the exception
of utilities, taxes and necessary overhead, 100% of donated
funds go directly towards the completion of Phase One reno-
vations.

Yes, we are as anxious as you are to see the new museum
potentially open later in 2022, so please consider how you

might be able to assist. The importance of making a financial
donation remains as strong as ever. Why not make the mu-
seum the beneficiary of your local club’s annual car show?
Please reach out to me with any questions or concerns. Learn
more at www.PontiacTransportationMuseum.org. Thank you!

The former elementary school’s auditorium and lunch area featured a stage (above)
which required demolition work (below) to make this space more usable for the museum’s future needs.

Below, “before and after” views of a wall of exterior windows
that will welcome visitors at the upcoming Michigan facility.



Outlaw Pontiac Racers West - Latest News
by Dean Noun

The Outlaw Pontiac Racers West group are at it again. On January 29 and 30 they held a
2-Race Event  at  Wildhorse  Pass  Raceway in  Chandler,  Arizona.  These  would  be the
2nd and 3rd races of the 2022 season for the Pontiac enthusiasts.
The events are hosted by Rick Underseh and his wife Judy. They have done an amazing
job in working with track personnel and racers, to provide a truly enjoyable event for
everyone.
The Wildhorse Pass Raceway air was cool and brisk, with temperatures in the 60’s and
the Arizona sun was, as usual, shining brightly. The sweet scent of racing fuel and hot
tires were in the air, truly a gearheads aphrodisiac.
In  attendance  were  Firebirds,  Trans  Ams,  GTO’s,  LeMans,  a  Grandville,  and  even  a
dragster or two powered by Pontiac engines. The quarter mile elapsed times ranged
from a frightening 8.16 seconds, to a stroll in the park 18.30 seconds. Since this is a
handicap race series, the odds of winning are equal. Anyone can bring their Pontiac out,
race it against other Pontiacs, and have an equal chance of winning. The 18.30 second
car can outrun the 8.16 dragster on any given day, due to the handicap rules. Everyone
with a Pontiac is welcome to attend these meets and are encouraged to participate.
There is no membership process, just a silly bunch guys and girls having a little too much
fun.
We all have memories of the first time we ever got behind the wheel of a car, as we
pushed the little pedal all the way to the floor and felt the sheer exhilaration of that
motion. The way the vehicle shifted weight and your head snapped back made your
heart skip a beat. Some of this weekend’s event participants were first time drivers on a
professional drag strip, and they filled the event with all the excitement of their first-
time drag racing stories. As usual, the event was safe for everyone, and none of the



Pontiacs reported any problems. Some of the participants came out just to see what
their Pontiac can run down the quarter mile, and what an exciting experience they had.
Rick  Underseh arrives  first  and sets  up the Pontiac  camp with his  Pontiac  powered
dragster and 1981 Trans Am Turbo. He then sets up his tables and lays out the day’s
itinerary, held in place by the weight of the day’s trophies. Rick also helps sign in each of
the participants and answers any questions they may have.
Once settled in, the racers check over their cars and relax with each other waiting for
the event to begin.
Finally, the announcement is heard, and the Pontiac group is called to the starting line,
everyone proceeds in an orderly manner to the staging lanes. Then, they are signaled
ahead, two by two, to enter the racing surface, and when the light turns green, off they
go, blazing down the track to the finish line. When the racers return to the pits, the
stories and the excitement continues. What happened when the light turned green, did I
take off first? What happened on the way down the track? Was I ahead or behind the
other car? Is the other racer going to come around me or not? Will I catch him at the
end? Who got to the finish line first? Was it him or me? All these questions and more,
are enthusiastically debated by the racers after each pass, when the cars return to the
pits.
The atmosphere among the racers is always pleasant, and often sprinkled with some
self-effacing humor about any little mistake made during the last race,  what the car
should have done, or how close the race was. There are lots of laughs to go around.
After a couple of qualifying passes are made, the competition begins, and racers either
move on to race again, or are eliminated from competition with a loss. No one seems
too disappointed when they are eliminated because of all the fun they have been having
racing down the track all day long in their Pontiac.
Saturday’s Race #2 Winner was Brian Murry in his 1970 LeMans with runner up going to
Dean Noun in his 1968 GTO.



Sunday’s Race #3 Winner was Dean Noun with runner
up going to Steve LeMans
The next event will  be held on April  30,  2022, once
again at the fabulous Wildhorse Pass Motorsports Park
in Chandler, Arizona. Everyone is welcome to attend to
spectate or to race, a good time will be had by all. You
don’t need a racecar to have fun.
 
Like and Follow the Outlaws on their Facebook page as
Outlaw Pontiac Racers West.


